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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Negro Mother Prays 


Dear God! the sons from my own loins 
_I send across the sea 

To fight a fight whose ultimate 

Lies in obscurity. 


Full strong and brave they sally forth 
To battle in this war; 

And yet, and yet I ask my heart, 
What are they fighting for? 


Oh can it be for manhood-rights 
Here in their native land; 

Or does it serve some other end 
I do not understand? 


They tell me it is freedom’s cause, 
Demanding their heart’s blood; 
But freedom is a baffling word 
Often misunderstood. 


Whose freedom is it, God, I ask, 
Demanding blood of me? 
Am I to look, at this long last, 


Upon real liberty? 
—Georgia Douglas Johnson. 


Returning Service Men 


Although more than a million and a half men 
have already been discharged from the armed 
forces, it has required the ending of the war in 
Europe to make the American people think seri- 
ously and critically about aiding returning men. 


With the recent announcement of the large 
number to be returned during the months ahead, 
partial demobilization is taking on form and 
substance. 

As with other agencies, the psychology of the 
churches to date has been one of planning for 
the future. It is now clear that the reality be- 
longs to the present. Whether or not the 
churches will help meet the needs of returning 


men will depend on what is done during the next 


six to nine months, rather than on what is done 
just prior to the later general demobilization. 
What is the responsibility of the churches in 
relation to returning men and women? The 
pamphlet series on The Church and Returning 
Service Personnel describes the task in these 
terms: First, serving those in service in prepara- 
tion for their return—contacts by mail, minis- 
try to men in nearby camps, serving the men 
through service to their families. Second, prepa- 
ration of families and community for return of 
the men—through pastoral service, preparatory 
conferences, courses and other group meetings. 
Third, helping meet the needs of those already 
returned—organizing for the task within the 
church and establishing contact with all the 
agencies prepared to help, quiet pastoral coun- 
sel on family and educational and job readjust- 
ments, guiding the men into group and educa- 
tional activities of the church and into merited 
positions of responsibility. Fourth, planning 
the program for the later period of general de- 
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mobilization—learning from current experience 
so that the larger task later on will be handled 
even better. Fifth, meeting certain needs 
through cooperative church action when they 
are too big for the parish to undertake on its 
own. 

Many churches are already doing an excellent 
job. Yet in the face of the fact that the future 
of the church rests in considerable measure upon 
whether these young men and women come— 
or come back—into its life, it is difficult to un- 
derstand the lack of action on the part of many 
churches, and even the absence of serious con- 
cern on the part of some. There are available 
some excellent practical, and at least partially 
tested, suggestions on how to proceed. Good 
literature in pamphlet form has been issued by 
the Methodists, Lutherans, Baptists, Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians, Disciples of Christ, and 
several other communions, in addition to that 
published by the Federal Council in codperation 
with other interdenominational agencies. 

There must be some factor other than inertia 
which is preventing many churches from mov- 
ing ahead on this task. Perhaps the key to it 
may be found in a recent article in the Reader’s 
Digest which is entitled, ‘““The Soldiers Say 
Don’t Do It.” Pointing out quite properly that 
returning men are not and do not wish to be 
considered “problems,” this rather confused 
article seems to suggest that the thing to do is 
just relax and let everything take care of itself. 
As a reaction against some of the ill-advised 
popular literature, such an approach is under- 
standable. But the net effect of this attitude is 
to encourage a paralysis in planning at precisely 
those points where sound planning is needed. 

After spending a year in China, correspondent 
Brooks Atkinson wrote, “Nothing a civilian can 
do at home for the war compares in any way 
with what a soldier has to give out of himself. 
... No wonder he suspects that no one at home 
understands what he is giving his country. No 
one does.” This is profoundly true, but so is 
the comment of Eleanor Stevenson after two 
years abroad with the Red Cross, “I know a lit- 
tle of what is likely to happen to them and to 
their families . . . unless somebody helps the 
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families to understand the emotional and mental 
problems invoived in that homecoming.” 

The problem is not the men, but the process 
of mutual readjustment of soldier and civilian, 
husband and wife, father and child. To twist 
a comment like Atkinson’s into implying no 
preparation is to misunderstand. The truth 
Atkinson presents suggests that we pack senti- 
mentality and unctuousness in the cellar along 
with bass drum and confetti, but that we do 
our best to prepare for what needs to be done. 

As J. Gordon Chamberlin has pointed out, 
the readjustment of fifteen million men and 
women who have been or will be in uniform is 
not a task which will be completed a few months 
after general demobilization. It will require at- 
tention and concern on the part of the nation, 
and of the churches, for many years ahead. The 
veterans’ hospitals, for example, are not ex- 
pected to reach their peak of population until 
1965. While we plan for today and tomorrow, 
we do well to recognize that our plans may reach 
into many tomorrows whether we wish it so or 
not. 

At root much of the problem is spiritual. War 
separates families, produces loneliness and 
homesickness, brings anxiety and fear and bore- 
dom. While for many it speeds up the process 
of maturing, it tends to create unintentional mis- 
understanding, especially in family life. The 
authors of Psychology for the Returning Serv- 
iceman point out: “A man in action doesn’t say 
much about his fear of death but kicks plenty 
about cold rations. The woman whose husband 
is missing in action may not say a word about 
her deep anxiety, but talks to everybody about 
how the laundry lost her towels.” In such cir- 
cumstances, misunderstanding is human. But 
the production of mutual understanding is a 
spiritual task. 

Try as we may and should, civilians see the 
soldier’s experience through a glass darkly. Try 
as they do, returning men may feel for a time 
strangers in their own homes and churches and 
communities. In most cases the chasm is not 
wide. But, wide or narrow, it must be bridged. 
We have enough working blue prints. It is time 
we began to build. 
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Applying the Christian 
Principle of Coéperation 


It is not due to any accident, but rather to 
the very nature of Christianity itself, that the 
churches are increasingly emphasizing the 
necessity of organizing human affairs on the 
principle of codperation. This judgment begins 
at the house of the Lord. Organized codperation 
must increasingly take the place of denomina- 
tional and sectarian competition. 

Coéperation between all the nations of the 
earth through adequate organization to assure 
justice and peace, rather than unbridled com- 
petition, is now seen by the churches to be an 
absolute essential for the welfare of mankind. 
The gospel of brotherhood and codperation will 
in the end prove to be the only practical prin- 
ciple of world order. 

Nor is it an accident, but rather due to a 
deeper insight into the meaning of the gospel, 
that outstanding religious leaders for the past 
century have seen something basically and es- 
sentially religious in economic codperation. The 
Rey. Charles Kingsley, Rev. F. D. Maurice, and 
John T. W. Mitchell, the Rochdale Sunday 
School Superintendent, all motivated by Chris- 
tian faith, were early pioneers in the economic co- 
operative movement. Consumer codperation as 
an appropriate expression in economic relations 
of the Christian principles of codperation and 
service, has continued to have its witnesses 
among outstanding theologians, prophets, evan- 
gelists—Washington Gladden, Rauschenbusch, 
Kagawa, E. Stanley Jones. 

Indeed amidst the clash of conflicting eco- 
nomic interests and pressure groups, it is reas- 
suring to discover that all of us have one thing in 
common,—we are all consumers. Consumers’ 
codperation is founded upon this economic com- 
mon denominator. It appears to offer one of the 
major hopes for non-violent social progress and 
increasing codperation of all classes and nations. 

There are, of course, many practical problems 
to be worked out by the movement, including 
more extensive codperative relations with labor 
and with producers. But, over and above all 
technical matters, there is the constant necessity 
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of keeping alive the religious spirit of codpera- 
tion within the economic framework. For even 
a cooperative body without the spirit is dead. 


Introducing the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church 


At the General Conference of the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ, held in Wester- 
ville, Ohio, last month, official approval was 
given to the plan of union with the Evangelical 
Church. Similar approval of the project had 
been given by the General Conference of the 
Evangelical Church in 1942. Although the pro- 
posal still requires ratification by the annual 
conferences of both bodies, there is every indica- 


tion that this will be given by an overwhelming 
vote. 


The name of the united body which will 
emerge from these processes is ‘““The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church.” A complete Dis- 
cipline has been prepared and approved, includ- 
ing a confession of faith, forms of ecclesiastical 
organization, responsibility for the educational 
and missionary institutions of the uniting de- 
nominations and all other aspects of their life 
and work. 


The two uniting bodies have an historical and 
spiritual heritage of a common character. They 
are both distinctly American churches, having 
had their rise in a great evangelistic awakening 
about the end of the eighteenth century. It is 
a strong consciousness of their essential spiritual 
unity which has been the compelling force in 
bringing the two bodies together. 

Readers of the FEDERAL CouNcIL BULLETIN 
will be especially interested to know that the 
first proposal for the uniting of these two de- 
nominations was made when the representatives 
of both were attending the Biennial Meeting of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, in Atlanta, Ga., in 1924. It was in 
the atmosphere of cooperation and fellowship 
which the Federal Council embodies that the 
whole project for uniting the two constituent de- 
nominations of the Council has been carried on. 
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Recent Federal Council Actions 


cil at its meeting on May 15 authorized the De- 

partment of Research and Education to undertake 
special studies in the field of Christianity and the Eco- 
nomic Order for consideration by the churches and as 
an aid in formulating policy and program. In asking 
for the authorization, a committee of the Department 
pointed out that great issues of an economic nature 
must be dealt with wisely if the stability of our demo- 
cratic institutions and the moral and material welfare 
of our people are to be conserved. These issues need 
to be studied in the light of the Christian Gospel, that the 
members of our churches may be able to deal with them 
in a way that has regard both for the goals envisaged and 
for the enduring insight of Christianity. 

Rev. Henry Smith Leiper, D.D., Secretary in America 
of the Provisional Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, was elected Ecumenical Secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council. 

It was also voted “That the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America calls upon the churches 
to observe Sunday, November 11, 1945, as World Order 
Sunday and authorizes the Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill to further this observance in co- 
operation with other interdenominational agencies.” 

Authorization was given by the Executive Committee 
to change the name of the Department of the Church 
and Social Service to “Department of Christian Social 
Relations.” 

The Executive Committee also confirmed the election 
of the following officers of the General Commission on 
Army and Navy Chaplains: 

Chairman—Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill 

Vice Chairmen—Bishop A. R. Clippinger, Rev. Fred- 
erick L. Fagley. 

Among other statements adopted by the Council were 
the following: 


‘Ta Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 


EcoNOMIC COOPERATION 


International economic cooperation is essential if the 
society of nations, torn by war and the lust for power, 
is to be knit together into an effective world commu- 
nity. Unless men and peoples can work together in 
the economic sphere, they will not long continue to work 
together in the political sphere. Unless they can achieve 
through mutual aid a greater world-wide freedom from 
want, they cannot curb the economic pressures toward 
aggression. 

These truths, which have been stressed in church pro- 
nouncements on world order, need to be reaffirmed now 
because of the present necessity for constructive action. 
The plight of war-devastated countries calls for whole- 


hearted effort not only for temporary relief and rehabili- 
tation but also for sound reconstruction. The American 
people especially have an opportunity and a moral obli- 
gation to help rebuild the world economy, because our 
great resources and means of production have not suf- 
fered the vast destruction of the battle areas. Justice, 
charity. and self-interest alike urge us to meet this 
challenge. 

If the needs of world peace are to be met, the respon- 
sibility for reconstruction must ‘be shared among the 
United Nations. The Bretton Woods Proposals for 
economic codperation and the proposal for a United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization represent a 
cooperative approach that is urgently needed. These inter- 
national agreements, now before the Congress, achieved 
after years of study and work by technical experts, are 
designed to establish and further the continuing col- 
laboration of the United Nations in the economic field. 

We do not attempt to judge the technical details of 
these agreements, but we believe that their purposes are 
harmonious with the principles of world order for which 
our churches are working. The provisions of the agree- 
ments will no doubt need to be improved in the light 
of experience. For this purpose, the agreements include 
provisions for amendments... We would deplore anything 
which would delay. constructive action in the immediate 
critical period, jeopardize the possibilities of subsequent 
economic codperation, and perhaps endanger the suc- 
cess of the general security organization, to be charted 
at San Francisco. 


Foop RELIEF 


The restoration of order among European peoples is 
largely dependent upon food, clothing, medicines and 
other supplies. As a result of the cumulative effects of 
the war, conditions in some of the liberated countries are 
now reported to be considerably worse than during the 
period of occupation. It is therefore urgent that food 
for starving and under-nourished people should be pro- 
vided at once. 

The task must be undertaken mainly by governments 
because of its size. A major part of the supplies must 
come from America. The allocations for military usage 
can probably not be reduced in the near future. The 
allocations for civilian supplies must provide most of the 
extra help to feed European peoples until the next har- 
vests can be garnered. It is within the competence of 
government authorities to divert from civilian consump- 
tion such amounts of food as may be necessary ‘but this 
will of necessity involve stricter rationing. The American 
people need to make clear their willingness to accept con- 
tinued rationing and further sacrifices that millions may 
live. 
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The Christian obligation is clear. We should provide 
an example of voluntary sacrifice at a time when many 
are unthinkingly preparing for expanded personal ex- 
penditures for food and other items. 

First, we in the churches need to avoid the waste of 
food in our own homes. Secondly, we ought to help in 
every way possible to increase the production of food 
during this critical season. Thirdly, for the period just 
ahead, we ought to deny ourselves part of the protective 
foods available but in short supply, particularly meats, 
fats, and milk products, and use to a larger degree the 
more abundant foods. Our diet has generally been such 
that this self-denial will not injure our own health, but 
may make the difference between life and death for 
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thousands in devastated lands. And, finally, we need 
to support more generously the agencies of relief, par- 
ticularly our church agencies of relief and reconstruction. 


INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 


Believing that the development of a world, order of 
peace and justice requires continuous educational efforts 
among all peoples, the Executive Committee of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America urges 
the government of the United States to take an active 
part in the organization and support of an Interna- 
tional Office of Education by the nations of the world 
for the purpose of promoting educational and cultural 
‘interests. 


The Churches and San Francisco 


churches to the success of the San Francisco Con- 

ference has been in the efforts to provide a favor- 
able moral climate for the deliberations. On Sunday, 
April 22 and on Wednesday, April 25, the opening day 
of the Conference, churches across the United States and 
in a number of other countries offered special prayers of 
intercession for the success of the United Nations gather- 
ing. A mass meeting on Sunday in the Oakland Munic- 
ipal Auditorium under the auspices of the Council of 
Churches, as well as a number of other religious meet- 
ings in the San Francisco Bay area, gave tangible evi- 
dence to the convening delegations of the deep concern 
of Christian groups for concrete steps towards a just and 
durable peace. The members of the American delega- 
tion, moreover, were informed of the nation-wide prayers 
of intercession. 

The opening of the Conference reflected far more than 
did the Versailles Conference a sense of dependence upon 
God. While the nations were unable to unite in prayer, 
the opening minute of silence and solemn meditation as 
well as the initial addresses evidenced the spirit of prayer. 
President Truman said: 

“As we are about to undertake our heavy duties, we 
beseech Almighty God to guide us in building a 
permanént monument to those who gave their lives 
that this moment might come. May He lead our 
steps in His own righteous path of peace.” 

Secretary of State Stettinius spoke in the same vein: 

“The prayers of the people of the world are with 
us. They are spoken in many tongues and in the 
words of many creeds. But they are as one voice, 
rising from the tragedy and suffering of war, in 
prayer for lasting peace.” 

The churches are contributing to the San Francisco 
Conference in other ways as well. The united program 
adopted by the Cleveland Church Conference and dis- 


P asses the main contribution of the Christian 


tributed among church groups by the hundreds of thou- 
sands, enabled the churches to speak effectively on the 
specific issues before the San Francisco Conference. With 
a strong, united voice they spoke for practical steps to 
improve the Dumbarton Oaks proposals. The nine 
amendments of the Cleveland Message were placed in the 
hands of the United States delegates before the Confer- 
ence convened, and there is reason to believe that they 
were given careful consideration. 

At San Francisco, a number of representatives of Chris- 
tian bodies have been at work, not only to interpret the 
Conference proceedings to the churches but also, as mem- 
bers of the consultative group arranged by the State De- 
partment, to interpret the concerns of the churches to the 
American delegation. The consultant named by the 
Federal Council is Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, with Bishop 
James C. Baker, and Dr. O. Frederick Nolde as assist- 
ants. These representatives and other religious leaders 
have helped to make clear the world order objectives of 
the churches as the Conference has proceeded. 

Secretary of State Stettinius has spoken publicly of 
the contribution made by the groups of consultants, say- 
ing, “The assistance and advice of the consultants to the 
United States delegation have been invaluable.” The 
five amendments dealing with human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms, agreed upon by the sponsoring powers, 
constituted an area in which the church representatives 
were particularly active and effective. Efforts to im- 
prove the proposals for trusteeship in dependent areas 
have also been made. During the Conference, as before, 
the voice of the Christian churches, calling for the or- 
ganization of a better world order, has been heard in the 
councils of the nations. A continued and increased effort 
on the part of the churches during the months and 
years ahead can help to keep the nations moving in the 
right direction. 

Ricuarp M. Facey. 
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Conferences on Cooperatives 


LLUSTRATING visibly the claim that consumer co- 
I operation can be common ground for bringing to- 
gether all economic groups, 350 persons representing 
middle class and professional groups, ministers and 
church people, and trade unionists joined in a conference 
on the Church, Labor and Cooperatives at Philadelphia, 
on April 28. 

While it did not seem feasible to the local committee 
to include farm groups in this half-day conference, Dr. 
Benson Y. Landis of the Federal Council, who acted as 
Chairman of the panel discussion, emphasized that 90 
per cent of codperatives are as yet composed of farmers; 
and Nelson Cruikshank who spoke for the American 
Federation of Labor also stressed this point, together with 
the usefulness of the codperatives as a meeting ground 
between farmers and labor. Clinton Golden spoke force- 
fully for the CIO on Labor and Co-ops. The Hon. Jerry 
Voorhis of California, himself an ardent churchman, 
spoke movingly on “Consumers’ Codperatives, the Peo- 
ple’s Surest Defense.’ 

The conference was under the sponsorship of the Fed- 


World Wide Communion 


The sixth observance of World Wide Communion will 
be held on October 7. Because of the present tensions 
and continued sufferings among the nations there is need 
now if ever for a sense of the oneness and fellowship that 
all Christian believers have in Christ. World Wide 
Communion is one of the answers to this hunger for 
fellowship among the followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


Appropriate literature for this observance, which will 


be ready by June 1, is being prepared as heretofore by 
the Department of Evangelism. This is especially for the 
use of the pastors and churches of this country. 

It is suggested that as a part of the observance of 
World Wide Communion on October 7, the preceding 
Sunday afternoon, September 30, be used for sending out 
a sufficient number of workers from each congregation 
to call on every member of the Church and give to each 
person a special invitation to be present at the Com- 
munion Table of his own church. In this way each 
congregation may have an Easter attendance. 

How better can a congregation begin its autumn’s work 
than at the Communion Table of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
Here the membership can dedicate itself to Christ and 
the Church for the months ahead. 

Samples of the literature will be sent without charge 
on request from the Department of Evangelism, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


eral Council’s Committee on the Church and Codpera- 
tives. Dr. J. Henry Carpenter, chairman of the Commit- 
tee, presided, and James Myers, Executive Secretary of 
the Committee, promoted the conference, consulting on 
the program and securing the speakers. A large local 
sponsoring committee of church leaders and laymen, 
labor representatives, and liberals was in charge of ar- 
rangements under the very efficient leadership of David 
Richie, Director of the Philadelphia Friends Social Order 
Committee, who acted as secretary of the Committee. The 
conference was officially endorsed by both the AFL and 
the CIO of Philadelphia, thus providing a broad basis of 
cooperation. 

Arrangements were likewise made by Mr. Myers for a 
special luncheon in Minneapolis on May 24 during the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, with Rey. 
Cameron Hall, Director of the Department of Social 
Education and Action, as one of the speakers. Bishop 
Ralph S. Cushman of the St. Paul area, a member of the 
Federal Council’s Committee on the Church and Co- 
operatives, presided. 


Mission to Christian Teachers to Continue 


The National Mission to Christian Teachers (Sunday 
School Teachers) has been so successful that it will be 
continued. Already 39 of these Missions have been held 
on the national level since last October first by the 
Joint Committee, representing the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education and the Department of Evan- 
gelism of the Federal Council. Many: county and city 
missions have been held by local groups during the same 
period. 

The International Council and the Department of 
Evangelism of the Federal Council have called Harry 
Munro of Chicago as the full-time director of these Mis- 
sions. The work will be directed by a Joint Mission 
Committee of thirty-one, representing both parent bodies. 
The new title of the enterprise is the “National Christian 
Teaching Mission” instead of the former title, “National 
Mission to Christian Teachers.” 

The officers of the Joint Committee are: 

Rev. Joseph R. Sizoo, pastor of St. Nicholas Collegiate 
Church of New York City, Chairman. 

Rey. Reuben H. Mueller of Cleveland, Vice-Chairman 
of the Joint Committee, and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

Rev. Harry C. Munro of Chicago, Director. He will 


have offices with the International Council of Religious 


Education in Chicago. 


| 
| 
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Christmas Boxes to be Sent Overseas 


lion Christmas boxes to families in the liberated 

areas of Europe and Asia, according to an an- 
nouncement made by the Church Committee on Overseas 
Relief and Reconstruction. 

The desire to give some tangible evidence of their 
friendship and concern, over and above the funds sent 
through their relief committees, has been expressed re- 
peatedly by Christians of many denominations, and it is 
to give an immediate focus to this desire that the Christ- 
mas box project has been inaugurated. »— 

It is planned to distribute small cartons through the 
churches of America to individuals or families or church 
groups or Sunday School classes who will pack them with 
useful articles which money could scarcely buy on the 
open market in the areas to which they will be sent, and 
which will not only have a practical value but will also 
create something of the festive spirit of Christmas for 
the family to which they are sent. Dried and canned 
foods, non-bulky clothing such as mittens or knitted sox, 
buttons from your own button bag, thread, darning cot- 
ton and needles, pencils, crayons and writing paper, a 
comb, a child’s toy: these are some of the articles which 
it is proposed to send. -A government-approved list 
of articles which may be included will be furnished with 
each carton. The sender may use his own taste and dis- 
cretion, within the limits of the list, as to the content of 
the package and its value. In no case will the contents 
cost more than $4.00 and the packages can be filled for 
much less. 

Churches, groups or individuals wishing to fill boxes 
may obtain them through their own denominational relief 
committees. These committees will furnish complete in- 
structions, and directions for collection of the boxes when 
filled. It is proposed to ask each sender to attach to the 
box $1.00 to cover the price of the carton and shipping 
costs. 

Distribution overseas will be through the local Prot- 

-estant churches. 

It is hoped that American Christians will consider in- 
cluding in the boxes items from the approved list which 
require the use of ration points—demonstrating an atti- 
tude of real sacrifice. Other items should be sent from 
the sender’s own supplies, not to be replaced. 

Considerable pressure is being brought by church 


CSimc IANS of America plan to send half a mil- 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE 


MARYVILLE, TENNESSEE 
A liberal arts coeducational college related to the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. Highest academic rating. 


Average annual enrolment pre-war decade 816 from 45 states. Charges 
approximately $200 each semester for tuition, fees, room, board; also 
self-help opportunities. Campus 320 acres. 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, D.D., LL.D., President. 


groups that some united channel be provided by which 
not only the Christmas packages, but other material 
goods as well, may be sent from American churches into 
areas which have suffered a great deal as a result of 
the war. 

Although the great problem of furnishing food and 
clothing for devastated areas will largely be the concern 
of the military or governmental or intergovernmental re- 
lief agencies for some time to come, there are many spe- 
cial opportunities for the churches to relate themselves 
to this program in a significantly Christian way. UNRRA 
has already turned to the churches for clothing supplies 
end for other specific needs, and the churches overseas 
are already being used as distribution centers for relief 
materials. 

It is obvious that the Christians of America want to 
participate in such an opportunity to demonstrate the 
spirit of the Good Samaritan, and that the governmental 
relief agencies will welcome their assistance. Details 
of how such a program can best be integrated into the 
united relief and reconstruction program of the American 
churches are now being worked out through the Church 
Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction. 


Evangelism Department Calls McConnell 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Council at 
its meeting on May 15, called Harold Harper McCon- 
nell of Pittsburgh, Pa., to the staff of the Department 
of Evangelism. He will begin his work on July 1 and 
will have special responsibility for Visitation Evangel- 
ism. In this work he will succeed Oliver K. Black, who 
served the Department for three years and is now pastor 
of the First Congregational Church in: Moline, Hl. 

For thirteen years, Dr. McConnell served the First 
United Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, as pastor. He 
has been the pastor for the past thirteen years of the 
Second United Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

During the past five years, the Department of Evan- 
gelism has had the services of Dr. McConnell for a week 
now and then in helping to direct special programs of 
Visitation Evangelism in a number of communities. 
Hence, he is not a stranger to the Department and its 
work. 


SELECTED HYMNS AND CAROLS isa collection of seventy- 
seven of the best hymns and chorales that the Christian church 
has produced. Compiled by Dean P. C. Lutkin and revised by 
Canon Douglas. Sample copies to ministers and church musicians 
for twenty cents in stamps. Special arrangements for quantities 
for hymn festivals. Northwestern University, Department of 
Church and Choral Music, Evanston, Illinois. 
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Ecumenical Ambassadors 


leaders, in the movement toward a World Council 

of Churches, of England, France, and the inter- 
national headquarters at Geneva, the choices would cer- 
tainly be Rt. Rev. G. K. A. Bell, Lord Bishop of Chi- 
chester; Rev. Dr. Marc Boegner, President of the French 
Protestant Federation, and Rev. Dr. W. A. Visser 
’t Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council’s Pro- 
visional Committee. 

These three churchmen made the flight from London 
_ together, since Dr. Visser ’t Hooft and Dr. Boegner had 
gone to London for meetings of the British Council of 
Churches and of the Provisional Committee. They ar- 
rived in the United States in time to be guests of honor 
at a luncheon in connection with the May meeting of the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee. __ 

Much of the time and energy of the trio was taken by 
important committees and conferences. The advent of 
V-E day just three days after their arrival intensified the 
already urgent discussions concerning the future of the 
World Council organization, the staggering problems of 
reconstruction, the delicate tasks relating to the churches 
of Germany and also to the Eastern Orthodox churches 
in lands under the Russian aegis. ‘The major sessions 
were those of the North American members of the Pro- 
visional Committee, presided over by Dr. John R. Mott. 
Other committees were the American Committee for the 
World Council of Churches, the Church Committee on 
Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, and the Commission 
for World Council Service. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft had the 
added responsibility of extended meetings with the World 
Student Christian Federation, of which he is President. 

To all the meetings, small and large, the three brought 
a wealth of experience, wide horizons and profound in- 
sights. Bishop Bell has been an outstanding leader of 
the ecumenical movement for many years and in 1932 
was chosen President of the Universal Christian Coun- 
cil for Life and Work. Early in the struggle of the Con- 
fessional Church in Germany he took a prominent part 
in the attempt to aid Pastor Niemoller and others. He 
is a co-chairman of the British Committee on Recon- 
struction in Europe. Only recently he made a trip to 
Scandinavia. 

For Pastor Boegner it was his first visit to America. 
He is a commanding figure whom one can well picture 
in the role of leader of the opposition of French Prot- 
estants to the Nazi regime. No wonder the Nazis 
branded him as a dangerous person! Time after time 
he was summoned before the Gestapo. All his books 
were confiscated and taken to Berlin. The ones which 
were never returned were those on the ecumenical move- 
ment, including one by Bishop Bell! Dr. Boegner is not 


I ONE were to name the outstanding ecumenical 


only a Vice-Chairman of the Provisional Committee but 
Chairman of its smaller Administrative Committee. 

That Dr. Visser ’t Hooft is a Christian statesman of 
the first rank was abundantly manifest as he set forth 
in graphic outline the intricate story of the struggles of 
the churches in Europe, the magnificent service rendered 
in the various departments of the World Council as it 
met the war emergency, the present situations and the 
long look ahead. From his pen have come so many in- 
spiring and informative messages that his listeners eager- 
ly drank in his personal witness to the power of the 
“Una Sancta.” 

After two weeks in and about New York these lead- 
ers separated. Bishop Bell went to the Pacific Coast for 
a series of meetings and thence to Canada. Pastor 
Boegner’s appointments were mainly along the At- 
lantic seaboard except for a visit to Indianapolis. Dr. 
’t Hooft spoke at the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A., meeting in Minneapolis, 
and then went to Canada. 

The month of May is the month of Whitsunday (Pen- 
tecost). It was also this year a month when the churches 
of America experienced a fresh breathing of the Holy 
Spirit upon them as these three ecumenical ambassadors 
mediated “what the Spirit saith to the Churches.” 


Paut G. Macy 


Mr. Abernethy Takes New Post 


Rev. Bradford S. Abernethy, who for the past four 
years has been a member of the Federal Council’s staff, 
has been invited by Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
N. J., to become Student Counsellor with special respon- 
sibility for the guidance and development of the spiritual 
life of the campus. Mr. Abernethy has accepted the new 
post beginning August 1, 1945. 

During his first two years in the Council Mr. Aber- 
nethy was one of the secretaries of the Commission on 
a Just and Durable Peace. During the last two years 
he has been the director of the Commission on the 
Church and Minority Peoples, which was organized for 
the purpose of strengthening the influence of the churches 
in relation to the racial and cultural problems of Ameri- 
can life. The Chairman has been Dr. W. W. Alexander, 
Vice-President of the Rosenwald Fund and well known 
as a leader in interracial work in the South for many 
years. 

Mr. Abernethy’s decision to enter his new field of serv- 
ice is much regretted in the Federal Council. Plans for 
carrying forward the program of the Commission on the - 
Church and Minority Peoples will be considered by the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee. 
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New Publications 


V-J Day Service of Worship 


Prepared by the Department of Evangelism for use 
by the churches when hostilities cease in the Pacific. The 
Service is an hour in length and beautifully printed. The 
hymns, Scriptures and prayers are printed as in the V-E 
Day Service of Worship, but they are new and different 
from the ones used on May 8. 

Price $1.50 per 100; $6.00 per 500; $10.00 per 1,000, 
postpaid. It will be appreciated if orders can be placed 
early since mails are slow. 


Plan Book—American Cooperative Christianity—1945 


Prepared by the Inter-Council Field Department. Sec- 
tion One outlines the purpose and organization of each of 
the seven national interdenominational agencies codper- 
ating in field work and gives a list of their employed staff. 

Section Two describes the programs of these organiza- 
tions under topical headings, indicating in one place all 
that is offered by the yarious agencies on a particular 
subject. 


Church Cooperation Series 


No. 2 How to Organize a Local Council of Churches 
and Religious Education. 

Prepared by the Inter-Council Field Department, rep- 
resenting seven cooperating interdenominational agencies, 
and setting forth plans, procedures and sample consti- 
tutions for the organization and administration of local 
councils of churches. 15 cents. 


No. 3 How to Finance a Local Council of Churches 

Issued in mimeographed form to assist finance com- 
mittees and councils of churches in their work of 
financing local interdenominational codperation. 15 cents. 


June Pulpit Digest Book Club Selection 


THE THRONE 
AMONG THE SHADOWS 


by Wallace M. Alston 


A book of sixteen sermons, the first of which bears the 
title of the entire book. These sermons are full of the 
dynamic message of the Christian faith and are rich and 
suggestive. Some of the titles indicate the book’s unique 
and interesting development: How Great Is Your God? 
The Horses and Chariots of God, Rendezvous with Destiny, 
God Has a Mother’s Way, If Christ Had Not Come. $2.00 


THE JOHN KNOX PRESS 


Box 1176 Richmond 9, Virginia 
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No. 4 Churching the Community Codperatively 

Issued as a guide to comity committees of state and 
city councils of churches. It outlines principles and pro- 
cedures for churching rural and urban areas and outlines 
procedures by which churches can develop a more co- 
operative strategy in church extension and church place- 
ment. 15 cents. 


A Counseling Viewpoint. By Carl R. Rogers. A brief 
but suggestive discussion of actual methods in personal 
counseling by a well-known psychologist who has served 
as Director of Counseling Services for USO. Introduc- 
tion by Otis R. Rice. 10 cents. 


Two Talks To Families of Returning Servicemen. By 
Thomas A. C. Rennie and Luther E, Woodward. Down- 
to-earth counsel for families, originally published by the 
National Committee for Mental Hygiene. 15 cents. 


Abridged Lectures, Yale School of Alcohol Studies, 
1943. An authoritative summary (100 pages) of lectures 
given at the Yale School of Alcohol Studies. Excellent 
introduction to the scientific approach to problems of 
alcohol. Published by the Yale School, a limited num- 
ber of copies is now available from the Federal Council. 
50 cents. 


Church Literature on Postwar Planning. By Benson 
Y. Landis and Inez M. Cavert. An annotated bibliog- 
raphy of representative titles covering almost every phase 
of postwar planning. Published by the Intercouncil Com- 
mittee on Postwar Planning, in which the Federal Coun- 
cil codperates. Should be ordered from Friendship Press, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 25 cents. 


The Labor Sunday Message for 1945 will be on sale 
in July. 

The prices for the Message are: 5 cents for a single 
copy; $1.50 for 100 copies; $5.00 for 500 copies; $7.50 
for 1,000 copies. 

As in the past years, quantity orders of the Message 
are available with the first cover-page left blank so that 
a church may print thereon its own order of service and 
announcements and distribute a copy to each member of 
the congregation. Prices of these blank cover-page copies 
are as follows: $1.00 for 100 copies; $4.00 for 500 copies; 
$6.50 for 1,000 copies. Imprints for denominational 
commissions or Councils of Churches will cost $2.75 flat 
charge regardless of the number ordered. 


Unless otherwise stated, all the publications listed 
above may be ordered from the Federal Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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EXPERIENCE 
WORKETH HOPE 


Being Some Thoughts for a Troubled Day 
By ARTHUR JOHN GOSSIP 


“T have not read for years a book of sermons 
as helpful as this. Every page stimulates 
one’s thoughts and grips the attention. They 
carry us into the heart of the Christian mes- 
sage?—The Bishop of Worcester in The 
Church of England Newspaper $2.00 


THEY FOUND THE 
CHURCH THERE 


The Armed Forces Discover 
Christian Missions 


By HENRY P. VAN DUSEN 


An amazing, completely factual and inspir- 


ing record of what American service-men 
found in the Pacific islands when they came 
in contact with the natives. $1.75 


74 Religious Book Club Selection 


HOW TO THINK 
OF CHRIST 


By WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN 


“Particularly rich and rewarding to the 
reader because of its sympathetic apprecia- 
tion of the many ways in which men have 
approached Jesus and sought to understand 
him?’—Crozer Quarterly 


7 Religious Book Club Selection 


ACCORDING TO PAUL 


By HARRIS FRANKLIN RALL 


“This compact study is a thorough-going and 
comprehensive analysis of the real Paul. 
Many ministers will be preaching on Paul 
after reading this book?—Church Manage- 
ment $2.75 


at your bookstore 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


Lookin’ Eastward 
By Thomas H. Clare 


Here is a chaplain’s realistic and humorously 
drawn picture of G.I. Joe in India, his ad- 
ventures, his “gripes,” his psychology, his 
religion. Chaplain Clare has a true under- 
standing of the soldier’s heart and mind 
which, with his lively style, makes this an 
exciting and informative book. $2.50 


Beyond Personality 
By C. S. Lewis 


The author of the best-selling Screwtape Let- 
ters here writes about theology, “the science 
of God,” explaining its principles briefly, 
pointedly, and in the lucid, charming style 
which has made him famous. $1.00 


The Faith of Man 
Speaks 


Edited by Helen Woodbury 


This anthology of poetry and prose, designed 
to comfort the bereaved, is a living testa- 
ment of man’s faith in God and in his own 
immortality. About 300 thoughtfully chosen 
selections. $1.75 


The Seamless Robe 


By Sarah Cleghorn 


A lyrically compassionate but unsentimental 
book on the joyous religion of lovingkind- 
hess, pointing out its personal, social, and in- 
ternational implications for our times. $2.00 


The Lord’s Supper 


in Protestantism 
By Elmer Stone Freeman 


A well-documented, non-controversial history 
of this great sacrament from early Christian 
days to the present, and its place in con- 
temporary Protestantism. $1.75 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 
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Two Ashrams To Be Held 
Because of travel restrictions by the government, only 
two Ashrams of ten days each will be held this sum- 
mer by the Department of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council: 
July 14-24 at Green Lake, Wisconsin 
July 28-Aug. 7 at Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire 
The Department has been able to secure the follow- 
ing leaders for the Green Lake Ashram: E. Stanley Jones 
of India; Margaret Applegarth of New York; Harris 
Franklin Rall of Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 
Ill.; Mrs. Anna Mow of Bethany Biblical Institute, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; and Oliver K. Black, pastor of the First Con- 
gregational Church of Moline, Illinois. 
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At. the Winnipesaukee Ashram the leaders are: E. 
Stanley Jones of India; Warren D. Bowman, pastor of 
the First Church of the Brethren, Washington, D.C.; 
Karl Hujer, Astronomy Professor of East Lansing, Michi- 
gan; George Richards, Chairman of the American Sec- 
tion of the Faith and Order Movement; H. H. McCon- 
nell, Field.Secretary of the Department of Evangelism 
of the Federal Council; and Rev. and Mrs. G. Vaughn 
Shedd of Bangor, Maine. 


Those desiring information as to plans, program and 
prices should write to the Department of Evangelism, 
Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
Work 10, N.Y; 


News of State.and Local Cooperation 


United Churches 


Move Forward 


The Council of United Churches of St. 
Joseph County, South Bend, Indiana, an- 
nounced on May 17 an expanded program 
for the coming year. A budget of $11,030 
was authorized, an increase of $2,350 over 
last year. The chief expansions include a 
twelve in place of an eight months’ budget 


for weekday schools, clerical help and of- 
fice supplies and equipment.. 


Community Seminars 


Morgan Williams, convenor for a series 
of Conimunity Seminars in Illinois, out- 
lines their purpose in the April issue of the 
Illinois Church Councilor as “that of bring- 
ing together the leadership of various or- 


ganized groups in widely scattered com- 
munities for instruction and round-table 
discussion. The postwar period will test 
the fabric of our social life. There may be 
sufficient virility in our American culture 
to withstand the pressure of the postwar 
storm, but the church ought to make a 
very significant contribution by assisting in 
the expression of the creative forces for 
this period of stress and strain.” These 


In Your Christian Education Program 


DO YOU WANT a course that is 


centered in the Bible? based upon the child’s interests 
and needs? evangelical in approach? up-to-date in 
method? comprehensive in sweep? rich in story and 
other material? well organized from year to year? 
appropriate for interdenominational use? 


THEN YOU WANT “a gold mine for the 
resourceful teacher” 


THE CHILD 
AND THE BOOK 


By AGNES JUNKIN PEERY and EMILY J. WERNER 


Four Manuals and Supplement—$5.00 per set 
Single volume, $1.25; Supplement (Lists of Refer- 
ence Books, etc.) 75 cents. 


for ten-year-olds: What Is God Like? 
for eleven-year-olds: The Bible 


for twelve-year-olds: What Christ Means to 
the Present-day World 


for thirteen-year-olds: The Christian Citizen 


ISLAND WORKSHOP PRESS 


470 West 24th Street New York 11, N. Y. 
ESS ED iE DE ss eS oe 


The 
CHURCH 


and the 


RETURNING 
SOLDIER 


by Roy A. Burkhart 


“Simple and challenging writing on how the church 
may revitalize itself for the meeting of veterans’ 
needs. Written out of a rich experience of personal 
and spiritual ministry. Common sense on a program 
the church dare not ignore.”—Seward Hiltner. 

8 . in helping pastors understand, plan for and 
actually assist in easing the transformation of the 
soldier to his civilian status, Burkhart has done a 
workmanlike job.”—Edwin McNeill Poteat. 

Publication date: June 13. 


$2.00 


At Your Bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd Street New York 16, N. Y. 


14 


seminars will follow closely the pattern of 
those developed by Dr. David Lindstrom 
of the University of Illinois. 


Protestant Prison 
Chaplains Organize 


Following a state-wide conference on 
March 21, 1945, of Protestant Prison Chap- 
lains serving in New York State, the New 
York State Association of Protestant Prison 
Chaplains was created. The purpose of 
the Association will be to raise standards 
and coédrdinate programs of work in this 
field. Rev. Robert E. Brinkman, Director 
of the Council for Clinical Training, New 
York City, was elected President, and Rev. 
Herbert E. Erway of Elmira, N. Y., Secre- 
tary. Rev. Harold P. Kaulfuss, Chair- 
man of the New York State Council’s 
Committee on Chaplains, handled the ar- 
rangements for the conference. 


The Churches Make News 


“The Churches Make News” is the pro- 
gram sponsored by the North Carolina 
Council of Churches offered as a public 
service feature over Station WPTF, 
Raleigh. The State Council maintains a 
full-time news gathering staff. Rev. 
Allyn P. Robinson is the Director for the 
Council’s Press Service and for four years 
has served as the Religious News commen- 
tator over WPTF. 


Youth Considers the Ministry 


A Michigan Vocations Retreat was pre- 
sented jointly on April 13 and 14 by the 
Student Religious Association of the Uni- 
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versity of Michigan and the Youth Com- 
mittee of the Michigan Council of 
Churches. The program included ac- 
quaintance and fellowship, a chicken din- 
ner and discussion of the following topics: 
“What does it mean to be ‘called’ to the 
ministry ?”, “An Educated Ministry for 
Community Leadership” and “A Total 
Ministry.” Twelve selected young men 
who were contemplating entering the Prot- 
estant ministry participated in the confer- 
ence, 


Cleveland’s United Ministry 


There are seven full-time workers di- 
recting Cleveland’s united ministry to 
families in public housing units and new 
industrial areas. One communion con- 
tributes toward the general administration 
of this program, another toward general 
administration and the salary of a worker, 
and five others provide the salaries of one 
or more staff members. Two more com- 
munions have approved the supplying of 
personnel and are now searching for quali- 
fied persons. These individuals constitute 
the codperating staff in a united ministry 
to some 12,000 to 15,000 Protestant fami- 
lies brought to Cleveland to share in war- 
time industrial production. The Federa- 
tion News Bulletin asserts that this “inter- 
denominational field ministry is probably 
the most significant new enterprise to be 
launched during the period of the present 
world war.” 


Christian Laymen’s 
Council Organized 


Approximately two hundred laymen, 
representing churches of fifteen denomi- 


An Outstanding New Book | 
Thinking Where Jesus Thought 


By Hittyer H. StTrRAToN 


In this significant book of fine sermons, the thinking of Jesus in many 
vital and practical fields is approached skillfully, making a profound impres- 


e 
Dr. Straton 


Long active in inter- 
denominational affairs, 
Dr. Straton has been 
pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Detroit, since 
1938. Member of Com- 
mittee on Relations with 
Disciples, Member of 
Board of. Detroit Coun- 
cil of Churches and of 
Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in 
America. Contributes to 
both secular and re- 
ligious papers. 


THE BETHANY PRESS, St. Louis 3, Mo. 


sion on the thoughtful reader. 
Thinking Where Jesus Thought 
meets a deepfelt need in the re- 
ligious life of America, as the author 
discusses lucidly such problems as 
culture, sin, temptation, forgiveness, 
wealth, and peace. 

A book needed by every preacher, 
a book to be read and reread. 


Off the Press, June‘ 1945—Price, $2.00 
At your own bookstore, or from 
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nations, voted unanimously on April 6, 
1945, to organize the Christian Laymen’s 
Council of Dayton, Ohio. This Council 
will function as a Division of the Church 
Federation of Dayton and Montgomery 
County. Congressman Ralph W. Gwinn 
appealed to council members to “practice 
Christianity in daily living and to turn 
truth into righteousness in daily life.” 


New Allocations Approved 


The Comity Committee of the Sacra- 
mento Council of Churches at its last meet- 
ing unanimously approved two applica- 
tions for church locations. First, the 
Sierra Oaks and the Sierra Oaks Vista areas 
were allocated for the organization of a 
new Congregational-Christian Church; sec- 
ond, the Baptist churches of Sacramento 
were granted clearance and approval for 
the beginning of Sunday School work in 
the New Helvetia project. 


Forward in °45 


Something new has been announced as 
a means of conducting the finance appeal 
of the Church Federation of Los Angeles. 
“Instead of the usual campaign organiza- 
tion with opening dinner, daily report 
meeting, thousands of prospect cards, ex- 
pensive literature, door-to-door canvassing, 
etc., with calls upon pastors to do that 
which they cannot well do, namely, give 
names, build committees, etc., it is pro- 
posed to place in the hands of pastors a 
group of letters, sealed, stamped, and wait- 
ing only for addressing, which they may 
send to a select group of members within 
their church. These letters will ask for 
financial support of the Federation. The 
Federation will not know the names of 
the persons to whom the letters are sent 
except as those persons respond to the re- 
quest, nor will the name of the pastor be 
involved. The objective is to secure four 
contributions for each one hundred mem- 
bers of a church. The financial objective 
was set at $75,000.00.” ‘ 


Staff Changes 


Rev. Earl F. Adams, Director of Finance 
and Promotion for the Northern Baptist 
Convention, has been elected Administra- 
tive Secretary of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York. He will begin 
his new duties June 1. 


Rev. Elmer C. Dierks has been elected 
General Secretary for the Iowa Inter- 
Church Council. He was formerly pastor 
of the Iowa City Baptist Church. 


Rev. O. M. Walton has resigned as Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Cleveland Church 
Federation in order to accept the General 
Secretaryship of the Pittsburgh Council of 
Churches, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Rev. Everett A. Babcock has been 
elected General Superintendent of the Ohio 
Congregational Conference. 


J une, 1945 


Rev. Seldon Humphreys has resigned as 
the Executive Secretary of the New Haven 
Council of Churches. 


Rev. Clarence Almon Wagner has been 
appointed regional Director for the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews, 
with headquarters at Richmond, Virginia. 


Rev. Donald Timmerman, minister of the 
First Methodist Church, Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, has been elected Executive Secretary 
of the Columbus (Ohio) Council of 
Churches. 


Rev. Robert W. Tully, formerly pastor 
of the Rocky Ford Church of the Brethren, 


has been elected Associate General Secre- 
tary of the Colorado Council of Churches. 


Rev. Ralph Loomis has been appointed 
Director of Rural Survey and Finance of 
the Missouri Council of Churches. 


Miss Florence H. Walker, Associate Sec- 
retary of the Social Service Department, 
Church Federation of Greater Chicago. 


Rev. Walter S. Hertzog, Secretary of 
Field and Finance, Southern California 
Council of Protestant Churches. 


Rev. Warren E. Jackson, Industrial De- 
fense Communities, Connecticut Council of 
Churches. 
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Rev. Jorace F. Shepherd, Executive Sec- 
retary, Wilmington Council of Churches, 
Delaware. 


Rev. Robert W. Tully, Associate .Secre- 
tary, Colorado Council of Churches. 


Rev. Loyal H. Vickers, Executive Secre- 
tary, Tacoma Council of Churches. 


Rev. Norman G. Webster, Director of 
Young People’s Work, Pennsylvania State 
Council of Christian Education. 


Harold W. Woodbury, Executive Secre- 
tary (part time) Quincy (Mass.) Council 
of Churches, 


- Among the New Books - 


Religious Liberty—An Inquiry 


By M. SerArte BATES 
International Missionary Council. $3.50 


This is a masterpiece both of scholarly 
research and of keen discernment in a field 
of intense interest at the present time. It 
was projected by a special Committee on 
Religious Liberty, created two years ago 
by the joint action of the Federal Council 
and the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America, Working under the direc- 
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tion of this committee, Dr. Bates, dis- 
tinguished missionary leader and professor 
of history in Nanking University, has car- 
ried on this exhaustive study, the results 
of which constitute an encyclopedic source 
of reliable information, covering the whole 
world. 

The study begins with a sweeping survey 
of problems and trends during the last 
twenty-five years. Sixteen case studies are 
presented—each a notable achievement in 
marshalling the evidence in compact form. 
In the case of each of the sixteen areas 
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there is an analysis of the points at which 
tension has recently arisen—such as ex- 
cessive pressure upon the conscience of the 
individual, acts grossly destructive of re- 
ligious institutions, interference with wor- 
ship and religious education, direct com- 
pulsion in matters of religion and the use 
of a particular form of religion as a po- 
litical weapon. 

These contemporary conditions are set in 
long-range perspective by an historical re- 
view of the problem of religious liberty 
through the centuries. The historical pic- 
ture makes it clear that even in Prot- 
estantism the struggle for real freedom, as 
over against the idea of enforced unifor- 
mity, has been a long and painful one. 

The treatment then turns to a penetrat- 
ing analysis of what is involved, con- 
cretely, in the practice of religious liberty. 
The relation of religious liberty to the 
separation of Church and State is one of 
the main points. Nowhere else can one 
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‘find so clarifying an exposition of the Ro- 
man Catholic attitude. By quotations from 
papal encyclicals and other sources it is 
made abundantly clear that the official 
Catholic policy defends the ideal of the 
“Catholic State”—i. e., a state which uses 
‘its political power to further the interests 
of Roman Catholicism. At the same time 
‘the reader sees that there are more liberal 
“voices—especially lay voices—in the Catho- 
lic Church which favor the separation of 
Church and State. The general impression, 
however, is that Roman Catholicism sup- 
ports equal treatment for all religious 
groups only in states where Catholics are 
in the minority. 

Other significant discussions have to do 
with the relation of religious liberty to the 
general principle of liberty, the present 
status of religious liberty in international 
law, and the constitutional provisions con- 
cerning religious liberty in the different 
countries of the world. Thirty-four states 
are listed as assuring “essentially full” re- 
ligious liberty; nine in which one religion 
is given a “preponderance” but in which 
there is “satisfactory” liberty for others; 
twelve states which have an established re- 
ligion but do not impose “serious” dis- 
criminations on others; fifteen states in 
which there are “important” discrimina- 
tions; two states (Russia and Mexico) 
which “restrict religion in general.” At the 
end there is an interesting proposal of a 
“voluntary code of conduct’ for religious 
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Here is the book that will en- 
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Elementary and to-the-point, the 
book explains the general diag- 
nosis of common nervous dis- 
orders, and outlines a plan of 
treatment. At the same time, it 
equips you with knowledge that 
combines religion with the best 
psychiatric methods. Don’t 
miss— 
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bodies in their relation to each other, and 
also a series of specific proposals for which 
all who are committed to religious liberty 
should work. 


They Found the Church There 


By Henry P. Van DusEN 


Charles Scribner’s Sons. $1.75 


The wartime experiences of our soldiers, 
sailors and marines in discovering the value 
of foreign missions in the islands of the 
Pacific is the theme of this thrilling story 
by the president-elect of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. “Because of 
missions I was feasted, and not feasted 
upon, when I fell from the sky into the 
village,’ one service man wrote to his 
mother. A pilot shot down near Buna 
tells of his rescue by a Papuan Christian 
who led him to safety. A group of eight 
fliers in Guadalcanal, crashing in the 
jungle, tell of their amazement in hearing 
natives, who they thought at first were 
enemies, singing ‘Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.” These are typical of the scores 
of true incidents revealing what the mis- 
sionary movement has meant, and generally 
told in the language of our American men 
in the faroff outposts of the world. 

The scenes are laid chiefly in New 
Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Micro- 
nesia, with considerable material drawn 
also from other Pacific Islands, Africa, In- 
dia, Burma, Iran and China. Along with 
the testimonies of the service men there 
is historical information about the begin- 
ning of missionary work in the different 
areas and the obstacles overcome by the 
early missionaries. 
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Dr. Van Dusen calls the experiences of 
our American fighters a new “lJaymen’s in- 
quiry” into missions and believes that when 
their reports are better known the signifi- 
cance of missionary work will be more ful- 
ly appreciated, The book is a convincing 
and timely apologetic for Christian mis- 
sions, based not on theory but on concrete 
fact. 


Labor and Tomorrow’s World 


By G. BROMLEY Oxwam 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. $1.50 


Believing that “tomorrow’s world” will 
be “labor’s world,” a churchman who has 
made it his business to know what is on 
the worker’s mind and who is now Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council, writes of the 
attitudes which the Christian Church 
should take toward labor. While admit- 
ting that the Church has often not been 
sensitive to the needs of the working mas- 
ses, he begins his discussion with a stir- 
ring narrative of the part which early 
Methodism played in ameliorating the con- 
dition of English workers. “Methodism 
came from the coal pits of Britain,” he 
says, “from the poor of the great indus- 
trial cities, from the laborers in the field.” 
He points out that British labor has never 
been Marxian, and he stresses the human 
values for which the rising labor move- 
ment has stood. 

Three phases of the labor movement of 
today are sketched in bold outline—those 
of the trade unionist, the socialist, and the 
communist. In each case one gets both a 
factual presentation and a vivid picture of 
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what it is that the worker is struggling for. 

The author’s own conviction is that de- 
mocracy must be extended into the eco- 
nomic life but he has no special formula 
as to how this is to be brought about. His 
goal, however, is clear: he looks for a syn- 
thesis that will conserve “the creative 
initiative that has flowed from individual- 
ism” and at the same time appropriate 
“the benefits that lie in collective en- 
deavor.” He believes that the Church can 
play an important role in constructive so- 
cial advance by insisting that the test of 
every economic procedure must be what 
happens to persons. He makes a plea that 
each year some of the finest Christian 


youth should go into the industrial field 
with the same dedication to human service 
that sends other men into missionary work. 
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At a time when World War II has ex- 
posed the sickness of civilization, this diag- 
nosis of our condition has an intense time- 
liness and claims an attention that it would 
not receive in a more complacent era. It 
forces us to realize that the coming of 
peace will leave our major social problems 
still unsolved. 

The reason why we fail to understand 
the crisis of our civilization, as the 
thoughtful young author, rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kirkwood, Mo., 
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views it, is that we do not see ourselves as 
a part of the problem. 

A large part of the study is occupied 
with an historical analysis of our economic 
structure. The main emphasis is laid upon 
the baneful effect of the theory of eco- 
nomic determinism. 

Christianity, the author holds, does not 
deny that economic motivation has a prop- 
er place in life but cannot admit that our 
culture should be based upon it. Christians 
must therefore approve attempts to remove 
from the operation of economic competi- 
tion at least the basic needs for a mini- 
mum subsistence and for protection in ill- 
ness and old age. While Christianity can- 
not give unqualified endorsement to any 
specific schemes, it must always be critical 
of any system which regards economic fac- 
tors aS paramount and does not recognize 
the supremacy of personal values. Marxism 
is on the same wrong track as capitalism 
in that it makes more, rather than less, of 
the theory of “economic man.” 

The role outlined for the Church is to 
challenge the whole orientation of our cul- 
ture around economic interests and to set 
forth the true significance of life in terms 
of its personal-spiritual meaning. The 
Church must set up a sense of tension be- 
tween the demands of the Gospel and the 
prevailing culture. Its function is to es- 
tablish a new point of view, in which eco- 
nomics are subservient to a society designed 
to meet man’s need, as a person,.for fel- 
lowship with God and man. 
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draw nearer to one another in perfect 
brotherhood. 


The Lord preserve thy going out and 
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From the Admiralty Islands, far 
away in the Southwest Pacific, 
comes a letter from a soldier to his 


pastor back home: 


“One time we were on one of these 
lonely islands, and one of the boys 
made a sermon one Sunday morn- 
ing from The Upper Room. I had 
my Bible that the Sunday School 
had given me, but we had been in 
the rain for weeks and the leaves 
Then I 
happened to remember that I had 


were stuck together. 


my Upper Room in a rubber bag, 


»so we used that. We surely made 


good use of it, tool” 


Throughout a war-torn world, The 
Upper Room is serving as a daily . 
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Pascal: Genius in the Light of 


Scripture 
By Emite CAILLET 
Westminster Press. $3.75 


A French scholar in the field of general 
literature has given us this superb inter- | 
pretation of the life of the French physicist — 
and mystic of the seventeenth century, 
Blaise Pascal. It is a biography of the ex- 
traordinary scientific genius who invented 
the calculating machine, the barometer, the 
hydraulic press, and the omnibus, and 
who was even more a genius in the spiritual 
realm. In the present treatment the sci- 
entific side of his work is given minor at- 
tention; the center of interest is his re- 
ligious pilgrimage. 

Pascal grew up in a Roman Catholic 
family, in which, however, the influence 
of Calvinism had been felt, and in his 
youth became actively associated with the 
Jansenists of Port Royal, as a result of 
which his thought turned into strongly 
evangelical channels. The center of inter- 
est in Professor Caillet’s study is Pascal’s 
experience with the Bible. Although Pas- 
cal lived and died within the bosom of the 
Catholic Church, his feeling for the Bible 
was remarkably like that of the most de- 
vout Protestant. It spoke to him with a 
spiritual authority that matched his own 
mystical fellowship with Christ. The chap- 
ter entitled “Fire in the Night” is a fervent 
exposition of Pascal’s record of his experi- 
ence in 1654 in which his commitment to 
Christ as the Incarnate God came to its 
climax. 
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Macartney’s ILLUSTRATIONS 


writes wisely and frankly of 


MARRIAGE in 
WAR and PEACE 


Will the rush to the divorce courts stagger 
the nation when the millions in service re- 
turn to civil life? Can we save our youth 
from becoming another “lost generation”? 
Can the days of reconversion include suc- 
cessful family reconversionP “The present 
disturbance is the most desperately serious 
one the American family has ever felt,” 
writes Mrs. Overton. 


From countless cases of young people, mar- 
ried or about to be married, who have 
brought their problems to her, she sketches 
present trends, analyzes motives, offers 
practical help. 


If you care about preserving the American 
home in this crisis of its history, you will 
want to read this penetrating, helpful book! 


Published June 15. $1.75 
At Your Bookstore 


Clarence E. Macartney 


Much of the charm and challenge of Clarence E. Ma- 
cartney’s sermons stems from his effective use of vivid 
illustration. From his own rich experiences and wide 
reading he has accumulated a vast fund of good stories, 
anecdotes, and quotations, notable for their brevity and 
point. In this new volume are more than 1500 of Ma- 
cartney’s best, which include selections from the great 
ot ali times—stories about and by them, serious and in 
lighter vein—that will add sparkle and variety to even 


a difficult subject. Published July 5. $2.50 


The STORY of the 
CHRISTIAN YEAR 
George M. Gibson 


In a fascinating background of historical sequence Dr. 
Gibson provides material necessary for recapturing the 
beauty, variety, and reality of Protestant worship, 
through the celebration of our Christian festivals. Fully 
aware of the dangers of formalism, he points out alse 
the dangers of planlessness and neglect of the Church 
Year and gives suggestion and direction for those who 
wish to follow a well-balanced program, together with 
a detailed and modernized calendar of the Christian 


Year. Published June 1. Illustrated, $2.50 


GREAT WRITERS as 
INTERPRETERS of RELIGION 


Edwin Mims 


Creative writers, even those who deny the faith, “are 
often the unconscious servants of the Most High,” af- 
firms Dr. Mims, as he analyzes and interprets the re- 
ligious messages found in great literature. Skillfully 
and with penetrating insight he piles up the evidence 
with quotation after quotation from such writers as 
Milton, Bunyan, Carlyle, Browning, even Shakespeare, 
Shelley, and Arnold. Here is spiritual enrichment for 
all, and for preachers and teachers a veritable treasure 


of idea and illustration. Published July 16. $1.50 
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